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(54) WRAPPING FILM DISPENSER 57 ABSTRACT
A wrapping film dispenser has a generally cylindrical con-
(76) Inventor: James Chang, Castro Valley, CA (US) tainer that defines a cavity for accommodating a wrapping
film roll, and further defines a slot extending along its length
(21) Appl. No.: 13/469,609 for extracting a sheet of wrapping film through the slot. A
gripping pad member is rigidly attached at a first lengthwise
o edge of the slot. A locking element is rigidly attached proxi-
(22) Filed: May 11, 2012 mal to a second lengthwise edge of the slot. The locking
element extends towards the gripping pad member, presses
Publication Classification the extracted wrapping film sheet against the gripping pad
member, and restricts movement and prevents roll back of the
(51) Int.ClL extracted wrapping film sheet. A cutting frame is rigidly
B65H 35/06 (2006.01) attached proximal to the first lengthwise edge of the slot
B65D 85/672 (2006.01) above the gripping pad member, and has a protruding element
(52) US.CL located at a predetermined location on the cutting frame for
USPC oo 225/1;225/39; 225/89  cutting the wrapping film sheet extracted out through the slot.
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901
PROVIDE A WRAPPING FILM DISPENSER COMPRISING A GENERALLY /
CYLINDRICAL CONTAINER, A GRIPPING PAD MEMBER, A LOCKING ELEMENT, A
CUTTING TTRAMT, AND A KT'Y MIIMBTR
A 4 902
INSERT A ROLL OF WRAPPING FILM INTO THE CAVITY OF THE CYLINDRICAL _/
CONTAINER VIA A LEADING EDGE OF THE WRAPPING FILM

v 903

EXTRACT A SHEET OF WRAPPING FILM BY AN EXTENDABLE LENGTH THROUGH J
THE SLOT OF THE CYLINDRICAL CONTAINER

h 4
PRESS THE SHEET OF WRAPPING FILM BY THE LOCKING ELEMENT AGAINST THE 904
GRIPPING PAD MEMBER DURING THE EXTRACTION OF THE SHEET OF WRAPPING
FILM THROUGH THE SLOT, FOR RESTRICTING MOVEMENT AND PREVENTING
ROLL BACK OF THE EXTRACTED SHEET OF WRAPPING FILM
y 905

CUT THE EXTRACTED SHEET OF WRAPPING FILM BY THE PROTRUDING ELEMENT
OF THE CUTTING FRAME, WHEN THE CYLINDRICAL CONTAINER IS TWISTED

FIG.9
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WRAPPING FILM DISPENSER

BACKGROUND

[0001] Conventional wrapping film dispensers generally
include a container with a sharp serrated knife and/or a cutting
blade attached to the container for cutting a sheet of a wrap-
ping film. To wrap an item with a wrapping film extracted
from a conventional wrapping film dispenser, a user has to
open the container to draw out the wrapping film and tear the
wrapping film along the cutting blade mounted on the con-
tainer, which may result in the wrapping film inadvertently
contacting other surfaces, for example, a user’s hand about
which the wrapping film may get wrapped, thereby making it
difficult to wrap the item. Moreover, the cutting blade may
cause injury to the user while the user operates the wrapping
film dispenser with both hands and tries to cut the wrapping
film, which makes the conventional wrapping film dispenser
unsafe. Furthermore, since the conventional wrapping film
dispenser requires the user to cut the wrapping film first and
then wrap an item, the length of the wrapping film cut may be
too much or too less which results in wastage of the wrapping
film.

[0002] Furthermore, after cutting a sheet of wrapping film,
the wrapping film may roll back into the container, making it
difficult for the user to retrieve a leading edge of the wrapping
film out of the container for subsequent extraction of another
sheet of wrapping film out of the container. The user may
therefore have to open the conventional wrapping film dis-
penser for subsequent usage, that is, to draw out the wrapping
film and then close the conventional film dispenser to cut the
drawn wrapping film, which leads to difficulties in wrapping
an item.

[0003] Hence, there is a long felt but unresolved need for a
safe, easy to operate, blade free wrapping film dispenser that
allows dispensing of a wrapping film of a sufficient length for
wrapping an item of any size without the user’s hand being
caught in the wrapping film, and that allows cutting of the
wrapping film without the use of sharp cutting objects such as
knifes, cutting blades, etc. Moreover, there is a need for a
wrapping film dispenser that restricts movement of the wrap-
ping film extracted out of a container of the wrapping film
dispenser, thereby preventing the wrapping film from rolling
back into the container. Furthermore, there is a need for a
wrapping film dispenser that leaves a sufficient length of the
wrapping film free to allow a user to easily extract another
sheet of wrapping film from the container for subsequent
usage. Furthermore, there is a need for a wrapping film dis-
penser that allows convenient insertion of a roll of wrapping
film into the container.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0004] This summary is provided to introduce a selection of
concepts in a simplified form that are further disclosed in the
detailed description of the invention. This summary is not
intended to identify key or essential inventive concepts of the
claimed subject matter, nor is it intended for determining the
scope of the claimed subject matter.

[0005] The wrapping film dispenser disclosed herein
addresses the above mentioned need for dispensing a wrap-
ping film of a sufficient length for wrapping an item of any
size without a user’s hand being caught in the wrapping film,
and for cutting the wrapping film without the use of sharp
cutting objects such as knifes, cutting blades, etc. The wrap-
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ping film is, for example, a thin sheet of a flexible laminate
plastic film, a metallic foil, etc., that may be used for wrap-
ping or packaging an item such as a food item. Moreover, the
wrapping film dispenser disclosed herein restricts movement
of'the wrapping film extracted out of a container of the wrap-
ping film dispenser, thereby preventing the wrapping film
from rolling back into the container. Furthermore, the wrap-
ping film dispenser disclosed herein leaves a sufficient length
of the wrapping film free to allow the user to easily extract
another sheet of wrapping film from the container for subse-
quent usage. Furthermore, the wrapping film dispenser dis-
closed herein allows convenient insertion of a roll of wrap-
ping film into the container.

[0006] The wrapping film dispenser disclosed herein com-
prises a generally cylindrical container that defines a cavity
configured to accommodate a roll of a wrapping film. The
cylindrical container further defines a slot extending along a
length of the cylindrical container for extracting a sheet of
wrapping film through the slot. In an embodiment, the wrap-
ping film dispenser disclosed herein further comprises a key
member having an opening for inserting a leading edge of the
wrapping film, for guiding the roll of wrapping film into the
cavity of the cylindrical container, and for guiding a sheet of
wrapping film out through the slot of the cylindrical con-
tainer. In an embodiment, the key member is configured to fit
into a complementary groove defined on a lid that covers an
open one of the opposing ends of the cylindrical container.

[0007] The wrapping film dispenser disclosed herein fur-
ther comprises a gripping pad member, a locking element,
and a cutting frame. The gripping pad member is rigidly
attached on an upper outer surface of the cylindrical container
atafirst lengthwise edge ofthe slot. The gripping pad member
extends along the length of the cylindrical container. The
locking element is rigidly attached on a lower outer surface of
the cylindrical container proximal to a second lengthwise
edge of the slot. The locking element is, for example, of an
arch shape and extends along the length of the cylindrical
container. The locking element is rigidly attached on the
lower outer surface of the cylindrical container proximal to
the second lengthwise edge of the slot, for example, by hinge
members. The locking element is configured to extend from
the lower outer surface of the cylindrical container towards
the gripping pad member on the upper outer surface of the
cylindrical container, press the sheet of wrapping film against
the gripping pad member during extraction of the sheet of
wrapping film through the slot, and restrict movement and
prevent roll back of the extracted sheet of wrapping film.

[0008] The cutting frame is rigidly attached proximal to the
first lengthwise edge of the slot above the gripping pad mem-
ber and extends along the length of the cylindrical container.
The cutting frame comprises a protruding element located at
a predetermined location, for example, a mid-section of the
cutting frame. The protruding element is configured to cut the
sheet of wrapping film extracted out through the slot, when
the cylindrical container is twisted with a single hand of a
user. The protruding element is configured to extend out-
wardly by a predetermined distance from the upper outer
surface of the cylindrical container for retaining a portion of
a first sheet of wrapping film of a predetermined length at the
slot of the cylindrical container for subsequent extraction of
second sheet of wrapping film, after the protruding element
cuts the first sheet of wrapping film.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0009] The foregoing summary, as well as the following
detailed description of the invention, is better understood
when read in conjunction with the appended drawings. For
the purpose of illustrating the invention, exemplary construc-
tions of the invention are shown in the drawings. However, the
invention is not limited to the specific methods and compo-
nents disclosed herein.

[0010] FIG.1 exemplarily illustrates a front isometric view
of'a wrapping film dispenser.

[0011] FIG. 2 exemplarily illustrates an exploded isometric
view of the wrapping film dispenser.

[0012] FIG. 3 exemplarily illustrates a front isometric view
of the wrapping film dispenser prior to insertion of a roll of
wrapping film into a cavity of a cylindrical container of the
wrapping film dispenser.

[0013] FIG. 4 exemplarily illustrates a side sectional view
of the wrapping film dispenser, showing a locking element
extending towards a gripping pad member.

[0014] FIG. 5 exemplarily illustrates an isometric view of
the wrapping film dispenser, showing the opposing ends of
the cylindrical container with guide members of a cutting
frame, cut away from the cylindrical container.

[0015] FIG. 6 exemplarily illustrates a top orthographic
view of the wrapping film dispenser, showing the cutting
frame and a lid.

[0016] FIG. 7A exemplarily illustrates a front perspective
view of a lid of the wrapping film dispenser.

[0017] FIG. 7B exemplarily illustrates a front orthographic
view of the lid of the wrapping film dispenser.

[0018] FIG. 7C exemplarily illustrates a rear perspective
view of the lid of the wrapping film dispenser.

[0019] FIG. 7D exemplarily illustrates a rear orthographic
view of the lid of the wrapping film dispenser.

[0020] FIG. 7E exemplarily illustrates a top orthographic
view of the lid of the wrapping film dispenser.

[0021] FIG. 8A exemplarily illustrates an isometric view of
a key member of the wrapping film dispenser.

[0022] FIG. 8B exemplarily illustrates front orthographic
view of the key member of the wrapping film dispenser.
[0023] FIG.9 exemplarily illustrates a method for dispens-
ing a sheet of wrapping film.

[0024] FIG. 10 exemplarily illustrates a front isometric
view of the wrapping film dispenser, showing disengagement
of'the key member from the lid that covers an open opposing
end of the cylindrical container.

[0025] FIG. 11 exemplarily illustrates a front isometric
view, showing insertion of a leading edge of a wrapping film
through an opening of the key member of the wrapping film
dispenser.

[0026] FIG. 12 exemplarily illustrates a front isometric
view, showing insertion of a roll of wrapping film into the
cavity of the cylindrical container via a leading edge of the
wrapping film.

[0027] FIG. 13 exemplarily illustrates a front isometric
view, showing extraction of a sheet of wrapping film through
the slot of the cylindrical container of the wrapping film
dispenser.

[0028] FIG. 14 exemplarily illustrates a side sectional view,
showing pressing of the extracted sheet of wrapping film by
the locking element against the gripping pad member.
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[0029] FIG. 15 exemplarily illustrates a front isometric
view, showing wrapping of an item using a sheet of wrapping
film extracted through the slot of the cylindrical container of
the wrapping film dispenser.

[0030] FIG. 16 exemplarily illustrates a front isometric
view, showing cutting of the extracted sheet of wrapping film
by a protruding element of the cutting frame mounted on the
cylindrical container of the wrapping film dispenser.

[0031] FIG. 17 exemplarily illustrates a side orthographic
view, showing cutting of the extracted sheet of wrapping film
by the protruding element of the cutting frame mounted on the
cylindrical container of the wrapping film dispenser.

[0032] FIG. 18 exemplarily illustrates a front isometric
view, showing a portion of the sheet of wrapping film of a
predetermined length retained at the slot of the cylindrical
container after cutting the sheet of wrapping film, for subse-
quent extraction of another sheet of wrapping film.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0033] FIG. 1 exemplarily illustrates a front isometric view
of a wrapping film dispenser 100. The wrapping film dis-
penser 100 disclosed herein comprises a generally cylindrical
container 101. For purposes of illustration, the detailed
description refers to a container 101 of a generally cylindrical
shape; however the scope of the wrapping film dispenser 100
disclosed herein is not limited to a container 101 of a gener-
ally cylindrical shape but may be extended to include a con-
tainer having any shape configured to conform to a shape of a
roll 102a of wrapping film 102 as exemplarily illustrated in
FIGS. 13-14, for accommodating the roll 102a of wrapping
film 102. The container 101 may therefore have, for example,
acuboidal shape for accommodating a cuboidal shaped roll of
wrapping film 102. The wrapping film 102 is, for example, a
thin sheet of a flexible laminate plastic film, a metallic foil,
etc., that may be used for wrapping or packaging an item such
as a food item.

[0034] The cylindrical container 101 defines a slot 114
having a first lengthwise edge 114a and a second lengthwise
edge 1145 as exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 2. The slot 114
extends along the length of the cylindrical container 101 for
extracting a sheet of wrapping film 102 through the slot 114.
A 1id 108, exemplarily illustrated in FIGS. 7A-7E, covers an
open one of the opposing ends 101a and 1015 of the cylin-
drical container 101, that is, the open opposing end 101a as
exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 1. In an embodiment, the other
opposing end 1015 of the cylindrical container 101 is sealed.
The lid 108 accommodates a key member 107 having an
opening 107q as disclosed in the detailed description of FIGS.
8A-8B. The wrapping film dispenser 100 disclosed herein
further comprises a gripping pad member 103, a locking
element 104 rigidly attached to the cylindrical container 101
by hinge members 109a and 1095, and a cutting frame 105
having a protruding element 106 as disclosed in the detailed
description of FIG. 2.

[0035] FIG. 2 exemplarily illustrates an exploded isometric
view of the wrapping film dispenser 100. The cylindrical
container 101 of the wrapping film dispenser 100 disclosed
herein defines a cavity 112 configured to accommodate a roll
102a of wrapping film 102 as exemplarily illustrated in FIGS.
13-14. FIG. 2 also exemplarily illustrates the slot 114 of the
cylindrical container 101 having a first lengthwise edge 114a
and a second lengthwise edge 1145b. The gripping pad mem-
ber 103 of the wrapping film dispenser 100 disclosed herein is
rigidly attached on an upper outer surface 101e of the cylin-
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drical container 101 at the first lengthwise edge 114a of the
slot 114. The gripping pad member 103 extends along the
length of the cylindrical container 101. The gripping pad
member 103 is made of a gripping material, for example,
rubber. The locking element 104 of the wrapping film dis-
penser 100 is rigidly attached on a lower outer surface 101fof
the cylindrical container 101 proximal to the second length-
wise edge 1145 of the slot 114. The locking element 104
extends along the length of the cylindrical container 101.

[0036] The lower lengthwise edge 104a of the locking ele-
ment 104 is rigidly attached on the lower outer surface 101fof
the cylindrical container 101 proximal to the second length-
wise edge 1145 of the slot 114, for example, by connecting
the hinge members 1094 extending from the lower lengthwise
edge 104a of the locking element 104 to the hinge members
10954 positioned on the lower outer surface 101/ of the cylin-
drical container 101. The hinge members 109a and 1095 are
connected to each other by first positioning a spring 110
between the hinge members 109a and then positioning the
hinge members 109a with the spring 110 between the hinge
members 10956 and thereafter inserting a pin 111 through the
hinge members 109a and 1095. The locking element 104 is
configured, for example, as an arch shaped metallic element
to conform to the shape of the lower outer surface 101f'of the
cylindrical container 101 as exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 4.
The locking element 104 is configured to extend from the
lower outer surface 101f of the cylindrical container 101
towards the gripping pad member 103 on the upper outer
surface 101e of the cylindrical container 101 as exemplarily
illustrated in FIG. 4.

[0037] The cutting frame 105 of the wrapping film dis-
penser 100 disclosed herein is rigidly attached proximal to the
first lengthwise edge 114a of the slot 114 above the gripping
pad member 103. The cutting frame 105 extends horizontally
along the length of the cylindrical container 101. The cutting
frame 105 comprises a protruding element 106 located at a
predetermined location, for example, a mid-section 105a of
the cutting frame 105. The protruding element 106 of the
cutting frame 105 is configured to extend outwardly by a
predetermined distance 1064 from the upper outer surface
101e of the cylindrical container 101. The protruding element
106 is configured to cut the sheet of wrapping film 102
extracted out through the slot 114, when the cylindrical con-
tainer 101 is twisted by a user using a single hand. The
configuration of the protruding element 106 allows a user to
conveniently and safely cut the sheet of wrapping film 102
extracted out through the slot 114. Arch shaped guide mem-
bers 113a and 1134 are positioned at the opposing ends 1056
and 105c¢ respectively, of the cutting frame 105. The guide
members 113a and 1135 are, for example, about 4 millimeters
(mm) off the upper outer surface 101e of the cylindrical
container 101. The distance between the guide members 113a
and 1135 at the opposing ends 1056 and 105¢ respectively, of
the cutting frame 105 is, for example, of the same length as the
length of the slot 114. As exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 2, the
opposing end 1014a of the cylindrical container 101 comprises
notches 101¢ and 1014 positioned diametrically opposite to
each other. The notches 101¢ and 1014 are configured to
receive connectors 108a and 108g respectively, of the 1id 108
exemplarily illustrated in FIGS. 7A-7E.

[0038] FIG. 3 exemplarily illustrates a front isometric view
of'the wrapping film dispenser 100 prior to insertion of a roll
102a of wrapping film 102 into the cavity 112 of the cylin-
drical container 101 of the wrapping film dispenser 100. The
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cavity 112 defined in the cylindrical container 101 accommo-
dates the roll 102a of wrapping film 102 as exemplarily
illustrated in FIGS. 13-14. The gripping pad member 103 and
the cutting frame 105 having the protruding element 106 are
mounted on the upper outer surface 101e of the cylindrical
container 101, while the locking element 104 is mounted on
the lower outer surface 1017 of the cylindrical container 101
as disclosed in the detailed description of FIGS. 1-2. The
protruding element 106 located at the mid-section 1054 of the
cutting frame 105 has, for example, a tongue-like configura-
tion. The protruding element 106 of the cutting frame 105 is
configured to extend outwardly by a predetermined distance
106a from the upper outer surface 101e of the cylindrical
container 101 for retaining a portion 102¢ of a first sheet of
wrapping film 102 of a predetermined length at the slot 114 of
the cylindrical container 101 as exemplarily illustrated in
FIG. 18, for subsequent extraction of a second sheet of wrap-
ping film 102 by a user, after the protruding element 106 cuts
the first sheet of wrapping film 102. The protruding element
106 is located, for example, approximately 20 millimeters
away from the upper outer surface 101e of the cylindrical
container 101. The location of the protruding element 106
away from the cylindrical container 101 enables the retained
portion 102¢ of the cut wrapping film 102 to project outside
the slot 114 of the cylindrical container 101 for subsequent
use.

[0039] FIG. 4 exemplarily illustrates a side sectional view
of the wrapping film dispenser 100, showing the locking
element 104 extending towards the gripping pad member
103. FIG. 4 shows the positioning of the gripping pad member
103 and the locking element 104 with respect to the first
lengthwise edge 114a and the second lengthwise edge 1145
respectively, of the slot 114 of the cylindrical container 101.
The locking element 104 on the lower outer surface 101/ of
the cylindrical container 101 proximal to the second length-
wise edge 1145 of the slot 114 extends towards the gripping
pad member 103 on the upper outer surface 101e of the
cylindrical container 101 and is configured to press the sheet
of wrapping film 102 against the gripping pad member 103
during the extraction of the sheet of wrapping film 102
through the slot 114 as exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 14, and
to restrict movement and prevent roll back of the extracted
sheet of wrapping film 102 as disclosed in the detailed
description of FIG. 14.

[0040] FIG. 5 exemplarily illustrates an isometric view of
the wrapping film dispenser 100, showing the opposing ends
101a and 1015 of the cylindrical container 101 with the guide
members 113a and 1135 respectively of the cutting frame
105, cut away from the cylindrical container 101. When
assembled as exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 2, the guide
members 113a and 1135 positioned at the opposing ends
1055 and 105¢ respectively of the cutting frame 105, support
the cutting frame 105 and enable the wrapping film 102 to be
extracted efficiently. The guide members 1134 and 1135 are
configured to ensure that the wrapping film 102 is drawn out
smoothly from the slot 114 without being cut by the ends 114¢
and 114d of the slot 114 even when the user draws out the
wrapping film 102 in a non-linear manner. Furthermore, the
guide members 113a and 1135 guide the movement of the
locking element 104.

[0041] FIG. 6 exemplarily illustrates a top orthographic
view of the wrapping film dispenser 100, showing the cutting
frame 105 and the lid 108. The lid 108 covers an open oppos-
ing end 101 of the cylindrical container 101. The lid 108 is
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attached to the cylindrical container 101 by inserting the
connector 1084 of the lid 108 into the notch 101¢ defined on
the opposing end 101a of the cylindrical container 101 for
locking the lid 108 to the cylindrical container 101. The
diametrically opposite connector 108g (not shown in FIG. 6)
of'the 1id 108 is simultaneously inserted into the diametrically
opposite notch 101d (not shown in FIG. 6) defined on the
opposing end 101a of the cylindrical container 101. FIG. 6
also shows the outward extension of the protruding element
106 of the cutting frame 105 by a predetermined distance
106a from the upper outer surface 101e of the cylindrical
container 101. The outward extension of the protruding ele-
ment 106 of the cutting frame 105 allows a portion 102¢ of the
sheet of wrapping film 102 of a predetermined length to be
retained at the slot 114 of the cylindrical container 101 as
exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 18, after a user cuts the sheet of
wrapping film 102, for subsequent extraction of another sheet
of wrapping film 102 by the user.

[0042] FIGS. 7A-7E exemplarily illustrate different views
of'the lid 108 of the wrapping film dispenser 100 exemplarily
illustrated in FIGS. 1-2. A front perspective view and a front
orthographic view of the lid 108 of the wrapping film dis-
penser 100, showing an outer surface 1085 of the lid 108 are
exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 7A and FIG. 7B respectively.
A complementary groove 108¢ is defined on the outer surface
1084 of the lid 108 for receiving the key member 107 exem-
plarily illustrated in FIGS. 8 A-8B, of the wrapping film dis-
penser 100. The complementary groove 108c¢ is configured to
complement the shape of the key member 107 to accommo-
date the key member 107. That is, the profile of the comple-
mentary groove 108¢ conforms to the profile of the key mem-
ber 107. In an embodiment, an opening 1084 is defined in the
complementary groove 108¢. The diameter of the opening
108d of the complementary groove 108c is larger than the
diameter of the opening 107a of the key member 107, which
allows a user to hold an edge of the opening 1074 of the key
member 107 to disengage the key member 107 from the
complementary groove 108¢ of the lid 108.

[0043] A rear perspective view and a rear orthographic
view of the lid 108 of the wrapping film dispenser 100 show-
ing an inner surface 108e of the lid 108 are exemplarily
illustrated in FIG. 7C and FIG. 7D respectively. As exemplar-
ily illustrated in F1G. 7C, the lid 108 has a recessed wall 108/
that fits into the open opposing end 101a of the cylindrical
container 101. A top orthographic view of the lid 108 of the
wrapping film dispenser 100 is exemplarily illustrated in FIG.
7E. The 1id 108 comprises connectors 108a and 108g posi-
tioned diametrically opposite to each other on the recessed
wall 108/ of the lid 108 as exemplarily illustrated in FIGS.
7C-7D. The connectors 108a and 108g of the 1id 108 engage
with the notches 101¢ and 1014 respectively defined, for
example, on the opposing end 101a of the cylindrical con-
tainer 101, as exemplarily illustrated in FIGS. 2-3 and FIG. 5,
for locking the lid 108 to the opposing end 101a of the
cylindrical container 101, when the lid 108 is twisted against
the opposing end 101a of the cylindrical container 101.

[0044] FIG. 8A and FIG. 8B exemplarily illustrate an iso-
metric view and a front orthographic view of the key member
107 of the wrapping film dispenser 100 respectively. The key
member 107 has an opening 107a for inserting a leading edge
1026 of the wrapping film 102 as exemplarily illustrated in
FIG. 11, for guiding the roll 102a of wrapping film 102 into
the cavity 112 of the cylindrical container 101 as exemplarily
illustrated in FIG. 12, and for guiding the sheet of wrapping
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film 102 out through the slot 114 of the cylindrical container
101 as exemplarily illustrated in FIGS. 13-14. In an embodi-
ment, the key member 107 comprises a curvedly extending
blade member 1075 configured for insertion into the slot 114
of the cylindrical container 101 as exemplarily illustrated in
FIG. 12. A user may insert the leading edge 1025 of the
wrapping film 102 into the opening 1074 of the key member
107 as exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 11, and then insert the
blade member 1075 of the key member 107 into the slot 114
of the cylindrical container 101 as exemplarily illustrated in
FIG. 12, to guide the insertion of the roll 102a of wrapping
film 102 into the cavity 112 of the cylindrical container 101.
In an embodiment, the key member 107 is configured to fit
into the complementary groove 108a defined on the lid 108
that covers the opposing end 101a of the cylindrical container
101 as disclosed in the detailed description of FIGS. 7A-7E.
[0045] FIG. 9 exemplarily illustrates a method for dispens-
ing a sheet of wrapping film 102. A wrapping film dispenser
100 comprising a cylindrical container 101, a gripping pad
member 103, a locking element 104, a cutting frame 105
having a protruding element 106, and a key member 107 as
disclosed in the detailed description of FIGS. 1-8B, is pro-
vided 901.

[0046] Aroll102g of wrapping film 102 is inserted 902 into
the cavity 112 of the cylindrical container 101 via a leading
edge 1025 of the wrapping film 102. For example, the leading
edge 1025 of the wrapping film 102 is inserted into the open-
ing 107a of the key member 107 as exemplarily illustrated in
FIG. 11. The key member 107 with the leading edge 1025 of
the wrapping film 102 in the opening 107a of the key member
107 is then guided into the slot 114 as exemplarily illustrated
in FIG. 12, for guiding the roll 1024 of the wrapping film 102
into the cavity 112 of the cylindrical container 101. A sheet of
wrapping film 102 is extracted 903 by an extendable length
through the slot 114 of the cylindrical container 101. The
extraction of the sheet of wrapping film 102 by the extendable
length allows the user to obtain a sufficient amount of the
wrapping film 102 for wrapping an item of any size.

[0047] The sheet of wrapping film 102 is pressed 904 by the
locking element 104 against the gripping pad member 103
during the extraction of the sheet of wrapping film 102
through the slot 114, for restricting movement and preventing
roll back of the extracted sheet of wrapping film 102 as
exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 14. The extracted sheet of
wrapping film 102 is cut 905 by the protruding element 106 of
the cutting frame 105, when the cylindrical container 101 is
twisted. The method disclosed herein allows a user to wrap an
item, for example, a food item using the extracted sheet of
wrapping film 102 of'the extendable length prior to cutting of
the extracted sheet of wrapping film 102, thereby allowing
use of a sufficient amount of the wrapping film 102 for wrap-
ping the item. After cutting the extracted sheet of wrapping
film 102, the protruding element 106 that extends outwardly
by a predetermined distance 1064 from the upper outer sur-
face 101e of the cylindrical container 101 retains a portion
102¢ of the sheet of wrapping film 102 of a predetermined
length at the slot 114 as exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 18, for
subsequent extraction of another sheet of wrapping film 102
by the user.

[0048] FIGS. 10-18 exemplarily illustrate a sequence of
operations performed for dispensing a sheet of a wrapping
film 102 using the wrapping film dispenser 100. Consider an
example where a user wishes to wrap an item 1501, for
example, a bowl containing a food item, exemplarily illus-
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trated in FIGS. 15-18, using the wrapping film dispenser 100.
The user disengages the key member 107 from the comple-
mentary groove 108a defined in the lid 108 of the wrapping
film dispenser 100 as exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 10. FIG.
10 exemplarily illustrates a front isometric view of the wrap-
ping film dispenser 100, showing disengagement of the key
member 107 from the lid 108 that covers an open opposing
end 101a of the cylindrical container 101. The user then
inserts the leading edge 1025 of the wrapping film 102 into
the opening 107a of the key member 107 as exemplarily
illustrated in FIG. 11. FIG. 11 exemplarily illustrates a front
isometric view, showing insertion of the leading edge 1025 of
the wrapping film 102 through the opening 1074 of the key
member 107 of the wrapping film dispenser 100. The user
then guides the key member 107 with the leading edge 1025
of the wrapping film 102 into the slot 114 as exemplarily
illustrated in FIG. 12, for guiding the roll 102a of the wrap-
ping film 102 into the cavity 112 of the cylindrical container
101. FIG. 12 exemplarily illustrates a front isometric view,
showing insertion of the roll 102a of wrapping film 102 into
the cavity 112 of the cylindrical container 101 via the leading
edge 1025 of the wrapping film 102.

[0049] The user then extracts several inches of the sheet of
wrapping film 102 out through the slot 114 of the cylindrical
container 101 as exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 13, by pass-
ing the sheet of wrapping film 102 between the gripping pad
member 103 and the locking element 104. FIG. 13 exemplar-
ily illustrates a front isometric view, showing the extraction of
the sheet of wrapping film 102 through the slot 114 of the
cylindrical container 101 of the wrapping film dispenser 100.
The user may then cover the opposing end 101« of the cylin-
drical container 101 with the lid 108. The locking element
104 presses the extracted sheet of wrapping film 102 against
the gripping pad member 103 for restricting movement and
preventing roll back of the extracted sheet of wrapping film
102 as exemplarily illustrated in F1G. 14. FIG. 14 exemplarily
illustrates a side sectional view, showing pressing of the
extracted sheet of wrapping film 102 by the locking element
104 against the gripping pad member 103. The gripping pad
member 103 and the locking element 104 tighten the wrap-
ping film 102 to allow cutting of a sheet of wrapping film 102.
The restriction of the movement of the extracted sheet of
wrapping film 102 and prevention of roll back of the extracted
sheet of wrapping film 102 allows the user to extract a suffi-
cient amount of the wrapping film 102 for wrapping the item
1501 as exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 15. FIG. 15 exemplar-
ily illustrates a front isometric view, showing wrapping of an
item 1501 using a sheet of wrapping film 102 extracted
through the slot 114 of the cylindrical container 101 of the
wrapping film dispenser 100.

[0050] The user wraps the item 1501 with the extracted
amount of the wrapping film 102 needed and uses his/her
fingers to press the locking element 104 against the gripping
pad member 103 to stretch and tighten the wrapping film 102.
The user then twists the cylindrical container 101 to cut the
extracted sheet of wrapping film 102 using the protruding
element 106 of the cutting frame 105 as exemplarily illus-
trated in FIGS. 16-17, and pulls the cylindrical container 101
back with a single hand to tear the extracted sheet of wrapping
film 102. FIG. 16 and FIG. 17 exemplarily illustrate a front
isometric view and a side orthographic view, showing cutting
of'the extracted sheet of wrapping film 102 by the protruding
element 106 of the cutting frame 105 mounted on the cylin-
drical container 101 of the wrapping film dispenser 100. After
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cutting the extracted sheet of wrapping film 102, a portion
102¢ of the sheet of wrapping film 102 of a predetermined
length is retained at the slot 114 as exemplarily illustrated in
a front isometric view in FI1G. 18, for subsequent extraction of
another sheet of wrapping film 102 by the user.

[0051] The foregoing examples have been provided merely
for the purpose of explanation and are in no way to be con-
strued as limiting of the present invention disclosed herein.
While the invention has been described with reference to
various embodiments, it is understood that the words, which
have been used herein, are words of description and illustra-
tion, rather than words of limitation. Further, although the
invention has been described herein with reference to particu-
lar means, materials, and embodiments, the invention is not
intended to be limited to the particulars disclosed herein;
rather, the invention extends to all functionally equivalent
structures, methods and uses, such as are within the scope of
the appended claims. Those skilled in the art, having the
benefit of the teachings of this specification, may affect
numerous modifications thereto and changes may be made
without departing from the scope and spirit of the invention in
its aspects.

I claim:

1. A wrapping film dispenser, comprising:

a generally cylindrical container defining a cavity config-
ured to accommodate a roll of a wrapping film, said
generally cylindrical container further defining a slot
extending along a length of said generally cylindrical
container for extracting a sheet of said wrapping film
through said slot;

a gripping pad member rigidly attached on an upper outer
surface of said generally cylindrical container at a first
lengthwise edge of said slot, said gripping pad member
extending along said length of said generally cylindrical
container;

a locking element rigidly attached on a lower outer surface
of said generally cylindrical container proximal to a
second lengthwise edge of said slot, said locking ele-
ment extending along said length of said generally cylin-
drical container, wherein said locking element is config-
ured to extend from said lower outer surface of said
generally cylindrical container towards said gripping
pad member on said upper outer surface of said gener-
ally cylindrical container, press said sheet of said wrap-
ping film against said gripping pad member during said
extraction of said sheet of said wrapping film through
said slot, and restrict movement and prevent roll back of
said extracted sheet of said wrapping film; and

a cutting frame rigidly attached proximal to said first
lengthwise edge of said slot above said gripping pad
member and extending along said length of said gener-
ally cylindrical container, said cutting frame comprising
aprotruding element located at a predetermined location
on said cutting frame, wherein said protruding element
is configured to cut said sheet of said wrapping film
extracted out through said slot when said generally
cylindrical container is twisted.

2. The wrapping film dispenser of claim 1, further com-
prising a key member having an opening for inserting a lead-
ing edge of said wrapping film, guiding said roll of said
wrapping film into said cavity of said generally cylindrical
container, and guiding said sheet of said wrapping film out
through said slot of said generally cylindrical container.
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3. The wrapping film dispenser of claim 2, wherein said
key member is configured to fit into a complementary groove
defined on a lid that covers one of opposing ends of said
generally cylindrical container.

4. The wrapping film dispenser of claim 1, wherein said
protruding element of said cutting frame is configured to
extend outwardly by a predetermined distance from said
upper outer surface of said generally cylindrical container for
retaining a portion of a first said sheet of said wrapping film of
apredetermined length at said slot for subsequent said extrac-
tion of a second said sheet of said wrapping film, after said
protruding element cuts said first said sheet of said wrapping
film.

5. The wrapping film dispenser of claim 1, wherein said
locking element is rigidly attached on said lower outer surface
of said generally cylindrical container proximal to said sec-
ond lengthwise edge of said slot by hinge members.

6. A method for dispensing a sheet of a wrapping film,
comprising:

providing a wrapping film dispenser, comprising:

a generally cylindrical container defining a cavity con-
figured to accommodate a roll of said wrapping film,
said generally cylindrical container further defining a
slot extending along a length of said generally cylin-
drical container;

a gripping pad member rigidly attached on an upper
outer surface of said generally cylindrical container at
a first lengthwise edge of said slot, said gripping pad
member extending along said length of said generally
cylindrical container;

a locking element rigidly attached on a lower outer sur-
face of said generally cylindrical container proximal
to a second lengthwise edge of said slot, said locking
element extending along said length of said generally
cylindrical container, wherein said locking element is
configured to extend from said lower outer surface of
said generally cylindrical container towards said grip-
ping pad member on said upper outer surface of said
generally cylindrical container; and

a cutting frame rigidly attached proximal to said first
lengthwise edge of said slot above said gripping pad
member and extending along said length of said gen-
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erally cylindrical container, said cutting frame com-
prising a protruding element located at a predeter-
mined location on said cutting frame;
inserting said roll of said wrapping film into said cavity of
said generally cylindrical container of said wrapping
film dispenser via a leading edge of said wrapping film;

extracting said sheet of said wrapping film by an extend-
able length through said slot of said generally cylindrical
container;

pressing said sheet of said wrapping film by said locking

element of said wrapping film dispenser against said
gripping pad member of said wrapping film dispenser
during said extraction of said sheet of said wrapping film
through said slot, for restricting movement and prevent-
ing roll back of said extracted sheet of said wrapping
film; and

cutting said extracted sheet of said wrapping film by said

protruding element of said cutting frame of said wrap-
ping film dispenser, when said generally cylindrical con-
tainer is twisted;

whereby a user wraps an item using said extracted sheet of

said wrapping film of said extendable length prior to said
cutting of said extracted sheet of said wrapping film.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein said wrapping film
dispenser further comprises a key member having an opening
for inserting said leading edge of said wrapping film, guiding
said roll of said wrapping film into said cavity of said gener-
ally cylindrical container, and guiding said sheet of said wrap-
ping film out through said slot of said generally cylindrical
container.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein said key member fits
into a complementary groove defined on a lid that covers one
of opposing ends of said generally cylindrical container.

9. The method of claim 6, further comprising retaining a
portion of a first said sheet of said wrapping film of a prede-
termined length at said slot, by said protruding element of
said cutting frame extending outwardly by a predetermined
distance from said upper outer surface of said generally cylin-
drical container, for subsequent said extraction of a second
said sheet of said wrapping film, after said cutting of said first
said sheet of said wrapping film by said protruding element.
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