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(57) ABSTRACT

The inventive concept disclosed herein provides an award
based system for users to create and upload educational
material on the award based learning website, and for other
users to download and preview, review, edit, critique and
comment on the educational material. The method includes
a server with databases to store the users, lesson plans,
comments on the lesson plans, award data, items that a user
can redeem against their accrued points, etc. Users can log
into the system from any computer that has internet access,
a web browser, and proper input and display devices. Users
receive award points for performing certain activities related

(22) Filed: Oct. 25, 2005 to the educational material on the website. These activities

include obtaining unique downloads, uploading new lesson

Publication Classification plans, leaving feedback on lesson plans, logging into the

system, etc. Award points accrued by a user can be redeemed

(51) Int. CL for an item of value. Each item has an assigned award point
G09B  3/00 (2006.01) value.
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AWARD BASED LEARNING

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] This invention relates, in general, to internet-based
learning and specifically to the optimal usage of the internet
for an efficient and a cost effective means of mass education.
Although internet-based education is presently provided
over the internet, there is an unsatisfied market need for a
method that encourages users of the internet based teaching
system to use educational material posted on the website.
The method disclosed herein provides users with an incen-
tive for downloading and using the educational material
posted on the website by rewarding users for previewing,
editing, using, rating, commenting, etc. such educational
material.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

[0002] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of the award based
learning (ABL) system.

[0003] FIG. 2 is a diagram of the client-server relationship
of the computers connected to the ABL system and the
internet.

[0004] FIG. 3A is a flow chart showing the login process
of a user.

[0005] FIG. 3B is a flow chart of the processes of ABL.

[0006] FIG. 4A is a flow chart showing the steps involved
in editing, building and previewing lesson plans under the
manage personal lesson plans option.

[0007] FIG. 4B is a flow chart showing the steps involved
in uploading lesson plans and returning back to the main
menu under the manage personal lesson plans option.

[0008] FIG. 5A is a flow chart showing the steps involved
in searching, previewing and returning back to the main
menu under browse lesson plans option.

[0009] FIG. 5B is a flow chart showing the steps involved
in downloading a lesson plan from the ABL website under
the browse lesson plans option.

[0010] FIG. 5C is a flow chart showing the steps involved
in rating lesson plans and the points awarded for such
activity under the browse lesson plans option.

[0011] FIG. 6 is a flow chart showing the steps involved in
searching lesson plans and the redemption of award points
for items posted on the ABL database.

[0012] FIG. 7 is a flow chart showing the steps involved
in previewing the lesson plans uploaded on the ABL web-
site, displaying various other activities performed during the
session and returning back to the main menu.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

[0013] The award based learning method and all its
embodiments herein will be referred to as the ABL system.
A user of the ABL system comprises any person who is
registered on the ABL system, for example, a teacher,
faculty member, administrator, student, etc. Also, herein,
educational material comprises any material that is used to
impart education or provide training to a user, for example,
a course material, a tutorial, a lesson plan, etc. Also, herein,
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a lesson plan will be used as an example of an educational
material that is uploaded on the ABL website by a user, and
which may thereafter be downloaded by a user to preview,
edit, rate, comment on, critique, etc. the lesson plan.

[0014] Herein, uploading educational material by a user
on the ABL website comprises creating and posting educa-
tional material on the ABL website including editing, and
managing educational material, providing feedback to users
on educational material, etc. Also, herein, downloading
educational material by a user comprises logging into the
ABL website and thereafter downloading the educational
material to preview, edit, rate, comment on, critique, etc. the
educational material.

[0015] The ABL system allows users registered on the
ABL system to upload educational material, for example a
lesson plan, on an ABL website hosted on the internet, and
for users to download the uploaded educational material
posted on the ABL website to view, edit, rate, comment on,
critique, etc. the uploaded educational material.

[0016] In one embodiment of the invention, when a user
other than the author of the lesson plan, downloads a lesson
plan, the user who uploads the lesson plan and the user who
downloads the lesson plan accrue award points. In another
embodiment of the invention, the user who creates and
uploads a lesson plan on the ABL website accrues no points
for the upload. In another embodiment of the invention,
users accrue award points only once on any given day for
logging into the ABL system and downloading the educa-
tional material. In another embodiment of the invention, a
user, other than the user that uploaded the lesson plan,
accrues award points for providing comments on the
uploaded lesson plan. In yet another embodiment of the
invention, if the user provides a positive feedback on the
lesson plan, the user that uploaded the lesson plan receives
award points. In another embodiment of the invention, the
points awarded for an activity, for example, for uploading a
lesson plan, may be increased to a certain number of points,
or decreased to zero. If no points are awarded for an activity,
award points do not accrue to the user for performing that
activity.

[0017] The ABL system comprises an ABL server and at
least two client computers. Herein, a client computer is a
computer used by a user to log into the ABL website to
upload a lesson plan, or download a lesson plan. The ABL
server contains one or more databases for user information,
educational materials such as lesson plan information, award
information including items that can be redeemed and the
points associated with the items, critique information, feed-
back information regarding the educational material, for
example, how many times it has been downloaded, etc.
Users can browse the ABL databases. The client computers
have access to the internet and are equipped with the
necessary software to run a web browser. Users can log into
the ABL system from any client computer that has an
internet access, a web browser and proper input and display
devices. A user with internet access and a web browser can
use ABL to create lesson plans, upload those lesson plans on
the ABL website and make them available for other users to
download and preview, view, rate, comment on, critique, etc.

[0018] Award points accrued by a user can be redeemed by
the user for an item of value. Each item has an award point
value. The items that can be redeemed in exchange for award
points are posted on the ABL database.
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[0019] The ABL system provides an effective medium for
users to share educational material that meet state curricu-
lum requirements. The ABL system also allows educational
material such as lesson plans that receive a high rating to be
distributed to or used as optional reading in other school
districts.

[0020] The ABL system also assists in increasing the
quality of the educational material by allowing users to
download lesson plans and to provide feedback on the lesson
plans which the author of the lesson plan can thereafter use
to improve the quality of the lesson plan.

[0021] The ABL system also allows the user to present a
lesson in a format that is most appropriate for the user for
whom the lesson plan is intended. The user can choose the
lesson plans to be posted on the website and the mode of
teaching. Use of a computer or television may benefit
students for a particular lesson, but no part of the ABL
system would restrict students to one particular means of
communication.

[0022] The ABL system provides an educational system at
a greatly reduced cost to schools since the system uses
standard hardware and software for client computers. Since
the user is the only person that has an account for the server,
there is no requirement that each user, for example a student,
have a computer. The user only needs access to the ABL
server to access the ABL website and download the lesson
plan. Additionally, users can upload and download educa-
tional material from their home, provided they have a
computer at home that has a web browser and internet
access.

[0023] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of the award based
learning (ABL) system. The ABL system allows a user uses
to access the ABL website to perform various educational
related activities 101 on the lesson plans posted on the
website and accrue award points based on such activities.
The user earns award points 102 assigned for the activity
that he performs on the lesson plans. These activities com-
prise creating, editing, using, rating, downloading, com-
menting on and managing lesson plans. Award points
accrued by a user can be exchanged for an item of value 103
that the user selects. The associated award points are posted
on the ABL database.

[0024] FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of the client com-
puter—ABL server relationship on the ABL system and the
internet. The figure illustrates an embodiment of ABL
wherein multiple user computers 208, 209, 210, 211, 212,
213 and 202 can access the ABL server 203, provided that
each client computer has a web browser and access to the
internet 201. The ABL server 203 contains one or more
databases, for example databases 204, 205, etc. to store the
lesson plan, user information, feedback information, award
information, etc. The ABL server 203 is connected to the
client computers 208, 209, 210, 211, 212, 213 and 202
through peer servers 206 and 207.

[0025] FIG. 3A is a flow chart showing the login process
for a user and the main menu. The flow chart illustrates the
login process 301 to 305, and the options 310 to 313 shown
in FIG. 3B that a user has access to immediately upon
logging in to the ABL website. In one embodiment of the
invention, once the user enters the login information 302 and
the information is verified 303, the user that downloads a
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lesson plan from the ABL website receives award points 305
if it is the user’s first login of the day 304, and the user that
uploaded the lesson plan also receives award points.

[0026] FIG. 3B is a flow chart showing the processes of
the ABL system. Upon a successful login on the ABL
website by a user, the main page menu 306 is generated. The
display on the main page includes newly uploaded lesson
plans 307, the user’s total award points 308, point values
assigned for performance of different activities on the
uploaded lesson plan, and the point values associated with
an item 309. When the user logs in, the database will display
different items at random ranging, for example, from pencils
for 10 points, to calculators for 100 points, to computers for
1000 points. When the user logs in the next time, the items
displayed may be a box of crayons for 5 points, a gift
certificate for $50 for 5000 points, etc. The menu presents
the user with four options, namely, manage personal lesson
plans 310, browse lesson plans 311, review award center
312, and log-out 313. The log-out process firsts asks the user
to confirm whether the user is sure that he or she desires to
log-out 314, and upon confirmation, initiates the log-off
process 315.

[0027] FIG. 4A is a flow chart showing the steps involved
in editing, building and previewing lesson plans under the
manage personal lesson plans option. When the user selects
the manage personal lesson plans page 310, the correspond-
ing menu items are loaded 401. The user’s lesson plans are
loaded and displayed in a tree-view format 402. The edit
lesson plan option 403 populates the fields on the web page
with the data from a selected lesson plan 405 and allows the
user to edit those fields. Similarly, the build lesson plan
option 404 allows the user to edit the same fields, but starts
with the lesson plan template with blank fields that the user
needs to fill out 406 instead of loading previously saved
lesson plan information. A user can select the fields that are
to be edited 409 and enter new values for these selected
fields 410. When the user completes editing a lesson plan
407, the user is taken back to the lesson plans management
menu. The preview lesson plans 408 option displays the
built lesson plan, as viewed by other users.

[0028] FIG. 4B is a flow chart showing the steps involved
in uploading lesson plans of a user, and returning back to the
main menu under the manage personal lesson plans option.
To upload a new lesson plan 412, the user selects a lesson
plan 413 and fills out the fields that are required to be
completed 414. Also, a lesson plan can be created and
uploaded only once, i.e., an uploaded lesson plan cannot
match an already existing lesson plan 415. If all the fields are
filled and the lesson plan does not match an existing lesson
plan, then the new lesson plan is uploaded and the user that
created and uploaded the lesson plan receives award points
416. The main menu option 411 returns the user to the main
menu page.

[0029] FIG. 5A is a flow chart showing the steps involved
in searching, previewing and returning back to the main
menu under the browse lesson plans option. The flowchart
illustrates the processes that occur when the user selects the
browse lesson plans option 311. The browse lesson plans
page and menu items are loaded 501, and the lesson plans
that users have uploaded on the ABL website are displayed
in a tree-view format 502. User can access, browse, review,
critique, etc. these lesson plans. The most popular lesson












